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Learning Plan 4 
Child Abuse and Neglect  

(4 hours) 

Overview:  Child abuse is any mistreatment of a child that results in harm or injury and that has 
no ''reasonable'' explanation. Child abuse is divided into several categories including physical, 
sexual, emotional, and neglect. Child care providers are required by law to report suspected 
cases of child abuse and neglect as well as those situations in which they have reason to believe 
that a child has been threatened with abuse or neglect or that abuse or neglect will occur. This 
Learning Plan looks at what you need to know about child abuse and neglect including the 
identification and prevention of shaken baby syndrome. 

Target Competency: Summarize responsibilities for identifying, documenting, and reporting 
child abuse and neglect. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

a. Review Wisconsin’s Administrative rules and regulations concerning mandated 
reporting of abuse for family and group care 

b. Explain responsibilities for identifying, documenting, and reporting child abuse 
c. Differentiate among types of abuse 
d. Identify symptoms of abuse 
e. Explain requirements for mandatory reporting of abuse or neglect 
f. Practice documenting child abuse 
g. Summarize steps to take to prevent child abuse 
h. Review the causes and indications of Abusive Head Trauma and explore prevention 

strategies 
 
Required Resources: 
Participate in an in-person Abusive Head Trauma (AHT)  
  To find training use the Registry link, click on Search for Training, and enter Abusive 
Head Trauma.   
 
 
Internet links: 

• Mandated Reporter Online Training  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.the-registry.org/
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/mandatedreporter/
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Introduction 
Each day across the country, there are children whose safety and well-being is threatened by 
child abuse and neglect.  Parents and caregivers most often share the desire to do what is best 
for their children, however we know that child maltreatment still occurs. Abuse and neglect of 
young children can be difficult to identify, especially for those children who do not spend a lot 
of time with people other than their parent/caregiver or child care providers.   
 
Child care providers have regular contact with children, placing them in a position to recognize 
possible signs and symptoms of abuse. Additionally, the relationships that child care providers 
form with families allows for prevention opportunities to occur. This can be through parent 
education about development, providing respite resources, or through modeling appropriate 
guidance strategies, to name just a few.  As you proceed through this lesson you will begin to 
better understand the role you will be taking on as an early care and education provide. 

Assignment 1 

Review Wisconsin’s rules and regulations on mandated reporting of child abuse in family and 
group care to understand the mandated requirements on reporting and training.  

Assignment 2 

Begin by completing a “Know, Want to know, Learned” chart. 

Know: (list what you already know about child abuse and neglect and reporting) 

 

 

 
Want to Know: (list what you want to know) 

 

 

 
Learned: (after completing the lesson, list what you have learned) 
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Assignment 3 

Attend an in-person Abusive Head Trauma training. Include copy of your certificate of 
completion, which should include the date of the course, your name and the name of the 
training and trainer.  If you have attended this training or SBS in the past, simply attach a copy 
of your certificate.  
 
While participating in an Abusive Head Trauma (AHT) training you will learn: 

• The causes and indications of shaken baby syndrome 
• Prevention strategies 

 
To find training use the Registry link, click on Search for Training, and enter Abusive Head 
Trauma.   
 
 
Assignment 4 
Complete Wisconsin’s On-line Mandated Reporter Training following this link, 
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/mandatedreporter/. 
 
Include a copy of your certificate, which can be printed at the end of the online course.  
If you have completed this class within the last two years, simply attach a copy of your 
certificate.  
 
While participating in a mandated reporter training for child abuse and neglect you will be able 
to: 

• Differentiate between the different types of child abuse and neglect 
• Explain your responsibilities in identifying, documenting and reporting child abuse 
• Identify symptoms of abuse 
• Practice documenting child abuse 
• Identify steps to prevent child abuse 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.the-registry.org/
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/mandatedreporter/
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Assignment 5 

Create a handout or poster to use in your job about Child Abuse and Neglect. The handout or 
poster should:   

• List the steps you should take if you suspect abuse or neglect and the resources 
you can use.   

• Identify agencies in your area who will take reports on Suspected Child Abuse or 
Neglect.  

 

Include a copy of the poster/handout here or a photo of the poster/handout. 

 

 

 

 

 

Child care providers play an essential role in preventing and reporting child abuse. Daily contact 
with children and families provides a unique opportunity for a provider to detect potential 
problems and to provide assistance and support to families who may be in crisis.  

Prevention strategies to consider: 
• Regular education to families about child development and appropriate 

parent/child expectations as a prevention strategy.   
• Educate yourself bi-annually about child abuse and neglect. 
• Develop relationships with community agencies and organizations, 

including Child Protective Services to locate support for families at risk of 
child maltreatment.  

 

 

After completing all assignments, and training go back to your, “Know, Want to know, and 
Learned” chart to complete the “Learned” section.  
 

 


